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Abstract-In this paper, according to the integral-type constitutive relation of linear viscoelastic
materials, the initial-boundary-value problem on the static-dynamic analysis of viscoelastic thin
plates is established by introducing a "structural function". The corresponding variational principles
are presented by means of convolution bilinear forms. As applications, we consider the quasi-static
responses ofa simply-supported square plate with three different load histories in which the classical
Ritz method on the spatial response and the interpolation technique of Legendre polynomials on
the temporal response arc used. The obtained results are compared with the analytical solutions
given in this paper. One can see that the approximate solutions agree well with the analytical
solutions. ]998 Elsevier Science Ltd. All rights reserved,

I. INTRODUCTION

The inverse variational problem in the calculus of variations is one of the important
problems that has been of interest to a great many mechanics workers (Dai Tian-min,
1995). In the theory of viscoelasticity, Gurtin (I963) transformed the initial-boundary­
value problem into an equivalent boundary-value problem with the help of the idea of a
convolution product and constructed the ruling operator of the boundary-value problem
to make it become a symmetrical operator for the selected bilinear form. Hence, the
corresponding functional was given. Reddy (1976) directly constructed a simplified Gurtin's
type functional for viscoelastic dynamic problems by using a convolution bilinear form.
Luo En (I 990) further generalized the simplified Gurtin's type variational principle.
Dall'Asta and Menditto (1994) studied the inverse variational problem on a perturbed
viscoelastic body. However, this is rare for variational principles of special viscoelastic
structures. The main cause is that it is impossible that the general variation principles of 3­
D-viscoelastic body are simply degenerated to obtain those of special structures. Usually,
the special feature of structures will make the ruling operator of a problem become more
complex or/and nonsymmetrical and the operator is essentially different from that of a 3­
D-viscoelastic body. Hence, this greatly increases the difficulty in constructing the cor­
responding functional. Dall'Asta and Menditto (1993) pointed this out when they studied
the variational problem of a perturbed viscoelastic body. This paper is devoted 10 the study
of the inverse variational problem for the static and dynamic analysis of viscoelastic thin
plates in order to provide an available analysis and avoid the additional errors due to the
numerical transform method. It is also possible to overcome the limitation of the transform
method. To this end, from the Boltzmann relaxation law of the 3-D-linear theory of
viscoelasticity, the initial-boundary-value problem for the static-dynamic analysis of thin
plates is established. In the deriving process, we use the Laplace transform and its inverse
transform and introduce a structural function that depends on the relaxation functions of
the given material and expresses the structure feature of a viscoelastic thin plate, Therefore,
the constitutive relations of viscoelastic thin plates are obtained from the 3-D-integral type
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constitutive relation. This is the key to establishing the initial-boundary-value problem of
viscoelastic thin plates. Then, with the help ofthe Boltzmann operator (Leitman and Fisher,
1973) and convolution bilinear forms as well as the structural function introduced, the
operator ruling the problem may be symmetrized. Hence, the convolution type functionals
can be obtained from two different ways. One can see that the forms of the functionals are
simpler and more convenient for computation. Until now, variational methods have rarely
been applied to the numerical computations in viscoelastic problems. Hence, as the appli­
cation of the simplified Gurtin's type variation principles in this paper, the quasi-static
responses of a simply-supported square plate with three different load histories are analyzed
by using the classical Ritz method and the interpolation technique of Legendre polynomials.
The three loads are: (i) a step load; (ii) an exponential load ; and (iii) an alternating load,
respectively. For loads (i) and (ii), we numerically solve the deflections of the plate at
different times and compare them with the analytical solutions obtained in this paper. One
can see that the numerical results agree well with the analytical ones. For load (iii), it is
impossible to apply the transform method to analyze the problem. Hence, the principles
and methods proposed in this paper may be widely applied to the static-dynamical analysis
of viscoelastic thin plates.

2. INITIAL-BOUNDARY-VALUE PROBLEM OF VISCOELASTIC PL,<\TES

Consider a viscoelastic thin plate with the thickness h. Assume that the coordinate
plane OX\X2 coincides with the mid-plane undeformed and the oX,-axis is perpendicular to
the mid-plane. Hence, the undeformed plate occupies the region to be
B = {(x,: x,): X'l dl,lx,1 ~ (h!2): and its edge is an = DQII+ on rr , in which, an" and ana
are the portions of the edge given edge displacements and given edge forces, respectively.
Letting the displacements at any point in the midplane be u;(xx, t) and the stress O"i/Xk' t)
and strain f:ij(xk , t) (hereafter, the Greek subscript has the ranges I and 2 and the Latin
subscript the ranges I. 2 and 3), then we have the equations and conditions as follows.

2.1. Constitutive equations
For an isotropic linear viscoelastic materiaL the Boltzmann relaxation law is given as

(Leitman and Fisher, 1973)

(I)

in which. Sit and e,i are the deviatoric tensors of stress and strain, G1 and G2 are the
relaxation functions of material and the symbol ® expresses the linear Boltzmann operator
defined by (Leitman and Fisher. 1973)

g(t) ® u(t) = g(O)u(t) +.q(t) *u(t) = g(O)u(t) +J: g(t r)u( r) dr (2)

and the symbol * is the convolution product, () = d(·)/dr. For convenience, we shall omit
the spatial variables in all expressions.

According to the classical theory of plates, the effect of 0"13 on the deformation may be
neglected and hence, we obtain from 0"11 ~ 0 and (I)

Operating the Laplace transform and its inverse transform on (3), this yields

Ddt) = -let) ® f::i(t)

in which,

(3)

(4a)
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(4b)

11 is the Laplace transform of the function u and L- I the Laplace inverse transform, s the
transform parameter. Using (I), (3) and (4) as well as the law of composition of the
Boltzmann operator (Christensen, 1982), it is not difficult to obtain

(5)

where, G,(t) is defined as

(6)

From (6), we see that the function G3(t) only depends on the relaxation functions Gl{t) and
G2(t), it itself is not an independent material function, and one can also see that the function
G3 plays a key role in establishing the initial-boundary-value problem and the corresponding
Gurtin's type variational principle of viscoelastic plates. As G3 expresses the structural
feature of a viscoelastic plate, we call it a "structural function".

2.2. Geometry and motion equations
In the linear theory of plates, we have

(7)

substituting (7) into (5), this yields

(8)

If the effect of the rotation and inertia in the midplane may be neglected, the motion
equation of the plate is given as

(9)

in which, the internal force moment M,j! is defined by

(10)

where we have used the relation (8). Substituting the above expression into (9), this yields

(II)

2.3. Boundary and initial conditions
Assume that on an" the displacements are given and that on an" the forces are given,

then we have the following boundary conditions

M" = ,W". Vn = r n on an" x [0, T)

(12a)

(12b)

in which, il3 and 0 are the known deflection and rotation angle on an" and Mn and r" the
known bending moment and shear force on an", and also A111 and V" are given as
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(13)

where P, is the radius of curvature of the edge, s the arc length. In fact, from the definitions
of bending moments [see (10)] and shear forces and the constitutive eqns (8), it is not
difficult to obtain the expressions (13) by the method similar to deriving the corresponding
ones of elastic thin plates (Chien Wei-zhang, 1980). Assuming that the material and
structure are in natural states when t E( - W, 0"] and letting u~ and u~ be the values of U3

and Ii] = CU3/0t at the initial time t = 0, then the initial conditions are

in which, both the functions u~ and li~ are the only known functions in X,.

Thus, eqn (II) and conditions (12) and (14) form the initial-boundary-value problem
for the static-dynamic analysis of viscoelastic thin plates.

3. INVERSE VARIATIONAL PROBLEM

Now, the displacement u] and the coordinates XI' X2, X], are denoted by 11', x, y, z,
respectively. The variational principle holds as follows.

Variational principle I: The solution of the problem (II), (12), (14) is equivalent to
seeking the stationary point of the functional n l among all w satisfying (l2a), and n l is
given as

h
3

~ rniH = 24 j. [(G I +G,) @(W,,\+lV,,) *(W.x , +W,yy)
11

+2G I @(H',\\ * H' -IV,x * Wry)] dxdy

n l />= -rrq*1I'dXdY+J~ .(Mn*Wn-J/n*w)ds,
.J" /lf2tJ
II

n JI = f fPh U~h fi+(WII~o-1I'O)li'II~T-li/)wll~TJdXdY
II

where IV
o and 11,,0 are the initial values of the functions 11' and Ii'.

Proof: Observing the Boltzmann operator has the property

it can be obtained

bll\~: = 15 {~: f f[(GI +G J ) @(wxx * H',\X+W,'T * w r l'+2W,\1 * H',xJ] dXdY}
11 •

=~1~ f fUG I +G,) @(W,I\ * bw" +WI' * bwl'Y +2w,\ * b1l',xy)] dxdy
11

(15)

(16)
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h
3

ff -= 12 (G 1 +G3 ) 0(V4 w) * bwdxdy
Q

III fJ" 0 - -= i2 (G 1 +G3 ) 0 V-lV*(bw x1 +bU','j) dx dy
Q

611\;'> =6{~:ff2GI 0(w",*w,n wxx*W"j)dXdY}
Q

h
3 f [ (I \ ]= 12 _ G10 (IV IlIl --V2w)*6w.n - w lls ----11',,) *611' ds

,n P, ..I

4495
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Hence, it is easy to see that



4496 c.-J. Cheng and N.-H. Zhang

h) [i ( I \ l-'7 GI ® L L1 lV", - IF.,) * 6Wk
1- k ] P"

(17a)

In the expression (17a), L1(')/( is the jumping value of the function (.) passing the corner
point k ofthe edge. In deriving (17a), we have also applied the Green formula, the properties
of the convolution product and the Boltzmann operator. In addition, we also have

M1 1h = - fJ"q*()lI'dXdY+ r. UJ,,*611'.n- VI1 *r'lll')ds
v .. (u"
n

r'ln ll = fJpllIr, * r'lwdxdy+ Jfph(ll'lr~o - lI,o)bli'I, ,dxdr

n n

(17b)

+ J J ph(li'I,~() -li,O)6wlr_ Tdx dy (17c)

n

[n fact, it is not difficult to prove that (Dall'Asta and Menditto, 1994)

b {JJ~PIHhlidXdY} = JJplnhbli'dXdY
n n

JJPllIi" * r'lwdxdy+ J f pllIi'lr _Or'lIl'I'.Tdxdy- f f plni'li T(51I'I,_o dxdy

II n n

Substituting (17) into (m l = SD I ,,+6n lh +r'lD!r and letting r'ln] = O. we obtain the vari­
ational equation

h
3 f ('em] = 1.2 J(G! +G)) (8) (V 4 w-q+pllli'') * r'lwdxdy

n

- f. [(Mil-IV,,) * ()W,11 + (1/'" - ~,) * ()w] ds
"d1,

+ J fPh(IV'r=O -wO)i5!i'Ir,dxdy+ f f ph(I\'Ir~o -li,O)r'lwl, rdxdv

n n

h
3

[' ( 1) '1-I} G I * ,I L1 W. I1 , - -.- IV., * r'lll'/( . = 0
- ,=. I P"_

(18)

Observing the arbitrariness of 611', (()II')", 61\'I,_T, r'lwlr=Tand r'lw, and using the Titchmarsh
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theorem (Leitman and Fisher, 1973) and the fundamental preliminary theorem (Chien Wei­
zhang, 1980) of the calculus of variations, this yields the eqn (11), the boundary conditions
(l2b), the initial conditions (14) as well as the condition at the corner point k

(

I \
A It'.",- I,W ) =0, k= 1,2, ... ,1

f , I,

(19)

For the smooth edge, the condition (19) vanishes. The variational principle 1 is essentially
a simplified Gurtin's type variational principle, in which, both the classical Cartesian
bilinear form and the modern convolution bilinear form are used simultaneously. The
functional rI I can be made only when the structure function G3 is introduced. As we
introduce G3, it is possible that the operator ruling the problem is symmetrized. Next we
shall construct a Gurtin's type functional of the problem (II), (12), (14) by using the other
way. For this method, the initial-boundary-value problem may be translated into an
equivalent boundary-value problem and makes the operator ruling the boundary-value
problem to be symmetrical for the selected convolution bilinear form.

Variational principle II: Let/ll(t) = 1,/12(1) = fli'o+wo, then the solution of the problem
(II), (12), (14) is equivalent to seeking the stationary point of the functional rI 2among all
W satisfying (l2a) and rIc is given

rIc = rI2,,+Ilch+rIcl

I 0.' •

rIc" = ~: JJ/II * [(G I + G,j (8)(\1'" + \1'1) *(11'." + It'.,,)

!:!

+2G I (8)(\1'I,*W,,--11' *I\',.,)]dxd.1'

". frIcb = -J 1/11 *q*wdxdy+, /II *(Aln*ll'.n-r:"//*w)ds
'" ( !~(J

n

rIc, = f filII (~/Il * 11'* 11'+/lc * \1-)dXdY
n

(20)

Proof': First, using the method similar to deriving (17) and observing that both /l1(r)
and /lc(l) are known functions, it is not difficult to obtain the variational equation as
follows:

6rI c = Jf {/II * U;(G I + G,) * V'4 11 - q + ph II OJ + Phgc} * ()wdxd.1'

n

+f gl*(V,,-J7,,)*()\1'ds-f gl*(Al//-lJ//)*()l\'l1 ds ==O (21)
v' Or 0.,(-0,

Observing the arbitrariness of (511' and ()II·).", and using the Titchmarsh theorem, we may
obtain the following boundary-value problem

g I * [~I;(G I + G,) (8) V'4 W -- q + PIIll] + phg1 = 0 in 0 x (0, T) (22a)

(22b)

Second, we have also to prove that the boundary-value problem (22) is equivalent to the
initial-boundary-value problem (II), (12), (14). Since the conditions (l2a) on DO" have
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been satisfied previously and using the Titchmarsh theorem for (22b), this yields Mil = M"
and V = VII" Hence, the boundary conditions for the problem (11), (12), (14) identify with
those of the problem (22). Now, it is only necessary to prove that eqn (22a) is equivalent
to eqn (11) and the condition (14). In fact, operating the Laplace transform on (22a), we
obtain

Observing the Laplace transform has the property

then we have the equation

I [h" - - 4 J [I ( I uJ .~ --")(GJ+GdsV H'-q+phl;r' +ph - oli'!-'~w =(1
.1" I". . r·\

that is,

(24)

One can see that eqn (24) involves the initial conditions (I 4). The inverse transform of (24)
gives the governing eqn (II), and vice versa. Hence, the problem (II), (12), (14) is equivalent
to the problem (22). Only the problem (22) implies the initial conditions (14). So far, we
have constructed the convolution type functionals OJ and O2 of the problem (II), (12),
(14) from two different ways. In the numerical computation, the variational principle II is
more complex because the Gurtin's type functional involves a threefold convolution product
but the simplified Gurtin's type functional only includes a twofold convolution product
and hence, both the error and solving difficulty will be greatly increased provided the
variational principle II is applied.

To the authors' knowledge, this is rare for approximate methods on the basis of the
convolution type functional. On the one hand, it is not very easy to construct the functional
of a class of special viscoelastic structures even if deflections of plates are small. On the
other hand, it is impossible to expect to give a general and valid computation method
because the viscoelastic problems involve time terms. Hence, it is necessary (Dall'Asta and
Menditto, 1994) to provide some special computation methods for a class of problems.
Even so this is also very meaningful for engineering and technology. To this end, we try
here to propose a method of analyzing the quasi-static bending problem of viscoelastic
plates. For this class of problems it is possible to obtain the solution we expect by using the
classical variational method. For convenience, letting the Poisson ratio \'(1) = const, and
introducing the dimensionless variables and parameters as follows:

~ = x/ R, 1]= y/ R" W = lv/h, ,WII = R~Mil!D(O)h,

VII = R} V,,!D(O)h, At,; R,1l1n /D(0)h, V,; = R,3 v',JD(O)h,

Q = R;q/D(O)h, e(t) = D(t);D(O) = E(t)/E(O), D(t) = E(t)h'jI2(1- \'2) (25)

in which E(t) is a uniaxial relaxation function and R c the characteristic length of the plate,
then we have the boundary-value problem in terms of the dimensionless variables

e(l) (8)(V 4 W) = Q in 0 x (0, T)

W = lNh, W II = R,!)jh on cO" x [0, 11
(26a)

(26b)
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Al" = M~, fin = V~ on ana x [0, T]

4499

(26c)

where the dimensionless variables (~, 1]) and the region are still denoted by (x,y) and n.
Variation principle III: The solution of the problem (26) is equivalent to seeking the

stationary point of IT3 among all W satisfying (26b) and IT3 is given as

TI 3 = ~ffe ® [(W" + W yy ) *( w"x+ w"y) -2(1- v)(W,u * w"y

n

- w'x, * W x,.)] dxdy- ffQ* Wdxdy+ L! (M~* w," - V,~* W) ds (27)
n "

For plates with only the simply-supported or/and clamped edge, IT 3 may be simplified as

IT 3 = ~ffe ® [UV,,+ W"y) *(W.x,+ W.yy )) dxdy- ffQ* Wdxdy (27
/
)

n n

In fact, the variational principle III is a simplification of the variational principle I. If the
fundamental period of free vibration of the structure is much shorter than the relaxation
time of the material, then it is rational to neglect the effect of inertia (Hoff, 1958). In this
case the variational principle III may be directly applied to obtain the approximate solution
of the problem.

4. APPLICATIONS

As applications, we consider the quasi-static responses of a viscoelastic simply-sup­
ported square plate with three load histories. Assume that the viscoelastic behaviors of the
material may be described by a model with three parameters. Hence, the dimensionless
relaxation function e(t) is given as

(28)

in which, E[ = E2 = 3.0 x 104 MPa, i'2 = 1.0 x 106 MPa' days.
Analytical solution of the square plate: under this case, the boundary-value problem

IS

e ® \74 W = Q in n x (0, T)

W = 0 on an" x [0, T)

AI" = 0 on ana x [0, T]

(29a)

(29b)

(29c)

Using the Titchmarsh theorem, one can see that the condition (29c) is equivalent to
W,xx!x=o,[ = W,yyly= ±(l/2) = O. Assume that the Q(x, y, t) = QI(X, y) • Q2(t) and that the solu­
tion of (29) have the form

(30)

Substituting (30) into (29), this yields
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V 4 W I = QI inQ

W] = w." = 0 on x = 0,1 = alb

IV] = W" = 0 onr = ±1/2 = ± 1/2

(31 )

(32)

For a uniform load QI(X, y) = I, we only consider here the case of QI =1, It is not difficult
to obtain the Levy solution of (32)

4/
4

~ 1 ( 2+ CI.", th xm 2xm y X"I (2Y) 2XmY) , mnxWI (x, y) = -\ L, .. j I - -7----- ch--- +-- ~- sh ------ SIll ~--
n·ml.3,,111 _cham 1 2cham 1 1 1

in which,xm = (mn/2/), for a square plate, 1= a/b = 1. The maximum value of Wj(x,y) is
gIven as

4 x ( 1)(m-I)/2 ( ?+.x tha )
W = W (x r) I '. = --- L --.---............ 1_:~--"' ....._.'~l.

Imax 1 ~ ~~..\=(1,2},),=O 1[S k=J.3 m S 2ch'Y.
m

(33)

In order to obtain W 2(t), we have to operate the Laplace transform on (31), As examples,
consider the following cases,

1, Let Q2(t) = qoH(t), then W2C~) = QO/.\2e(S) , Observing (28), we obtain

_ qo (X)W2 (s) = 1+-
Ax .I

(A +B) (.1+ -~-)A+B

and

If taking qo = 1, A = B = 0.5, a = 0,06/days, then

(34a)

2, Let Q2(t) = qo[1 +exp( - Pt)), then we have

_. (I I) :
W2 (.I) = qn" +- fl." " se(s)

.I .1+11'

and
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W 2(1) = L I [W2(S)]

qo (~ -:'i(/+ B) exp ( X:~:8t))+ A~~ (~\B)ii

.[(a -In exp( - f3t) _!J~_ exp (- Aa t)J
A+B A+B

qo C~ -~;T( A~-B) exp ( - :41a:8 t) )
qo

+--~B-exp( - fJt) (1 + (:x- f3)t)
A+

If taking A = B = 0.5, :x = 0.06/days, [3 0.05/days, qo = I, then

4a
for [3 i= . - B)(A+

At/:
for [3 =

(A +8)

(34b)

Approximate solution of the square plate: we shall see that for quasi-static problems
of plates, the classical Ritz method may be directly used to obtain the solution we expect.
Let the space V of the solutions be

V = {WE VI rv = Iv/h, WI/ = R,8/h, on iXlu x [0, TJ} (35)

and assuming that X,(x) Yi(V)!/J,,(T) is an orthonormalization system in V. then the approxi­
mate solution may be expressed as

1

W' = I I I C,jkX,(X) Yj(y)!/Jk(T)
i ::c: I i~c; I k (]

(36)

in which, Cijk are the undetermined coefficients depending on the integral variable T and
only depending on the present time T. For custom and visualization, we still denote the
present time T by t in the following. Substituting (36) into the expression (27'), and
integrating the obtained expression, we have

(37a)

where,

A"kq,s = e @(!/Jk * !/J,) f f[(X;'Y/ + Xi Y;)(X;;Y, +XqY;1
n

- 2( I -l')(X;'Y/X" Y;'- X; YiX;r Y;_)] dx d.l' (37b)

B'I"= ffQ*(X,1Y/!/JJdxdr- In,,[M,~*(X,{Yr!/JJI/ v,~*(XqY,!/JJ]ds (37c)
n

Let an, = 0, this yields

(38)

This is a system of algebraical equation about CUk and from it we may obtain the coefficients
CUk ' For a viscoelastic square plate with the simply-supported edge, the approximate
solution W" may be expressed as
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W'(x,Y, r) = n:LCljk sin(inx) sin(jny)ljJdr) (39)

where ljJ(r) is an orthonormalization system of Legendre polynomials in the interval [0, t]
given by

It is not difficult to prove

(41)

where <5 ks is the Kronecker-<5 symbol and the repeat index k does not denote a summation,
From the above derivation, it is easy to obtain the approximate maximum value of

the deflection under the uniform load to be

(42a)

in which,

/I

W'; = I (-I)kFk(t)ljJk(t) (42c)
k I

(i-k'+'llki2J (-I)'(2k-2s)! f'( 2r)k 2,
Fk(t) = Q2 * IjJk(t) = 1- ,- I ~,----~---,-, 1---- Q2(r) dr (42d)

\j r ,~O 2k s!(k-s)!(k-2s)! 0 r

In order to compare the analytical solution (33) with the approximate solution (42), we
shall give the numerical results in three load histories,

Application I : Let Q(t) = H(r), then we have

W2(r) = !/e(t), W2 (t) = 2-exp( -0.03t), K = (W~ax - Wmax)/Wmax (43)

in which, W2(t) is given by (34a). The computation results are listed in Table I.
In Table I, R, =, }'2/(E1 + E2) is the relaxation time of the material. In computation, we

take two terms and one term for the spatial and temporal variables in the formula (36),
that is, I, m = I, 3; n = O. We have to point out that F;, = 0 in (42) when k ~ 1. In other
words, it is impossible that the degree of accuracy is increased by means of increasing the
number of terms of Legendre polynomials for the step load. This is different from Dall'Asta
and Menditto (1993). One can also see that, from Table I, the approximate solutions agree
well with the analytical solutions given in this paper.

Application 2: Let Q(t) = I +exp( - fJt), f1 = 0.05, we have

Table I. The maximum values of deflection for step load (i)

fjR, 0 2 ~ 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 II 12
.-"'---~-'--------"-~'-"--'---'-"-

,--~~-~----_ ..,-----_._._-----~--,-,._--_.-

W'" x 10) 4,055 5,929 7,l44 7,726 7,965 8.057 8,091 8,103 8,108 8,1l0 8.111 8.111 8, III
Wx 10- 3 4,060 5,657 6,626 7.214 7.571 7,787 7,918 7,997 8.046 8,075 8093 8.103 8,110
Rl'°/~ ,-0.11 4,81 7.81 7.10 5,21 3.47 2,18 l.32 0.78 0.43 022 0,09 0,01
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/]+(l-exp( -f3l]»/{3, for p = 0

WI, I {p'- exp( - f31])[(f3l])P + n(f3l])p ] + n(n -- 1)(f3l])P 2 + ... + n.~}

I]P + ]

+----- for p ~ 1
(p+ 1)

In addition, W1(t) is given by (34b), namely

4503

(44a)

(44b)

In computation, we take I, m = 1,3; n = 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 in the formula (36). The numerical
results are listed in Table 2, in which, WI: is the approximate solution and Wmax = W'S is
the analytical solution. One can see that the variational solutions approach the analytical
solution with increasing number of terms.

Application 3 : Let

Q(t) {
H(t) + exp( lIt)

H(t,)+exp( flf])

fErO.fll

IErf], +x)
(45)

where {3 = 0.05, f] = N· R" N is a positive integer. For the load history, it is impossible to
analyze the quasi-static response of a viscoelastic structure with the help of the transform
method. Hence, the relative reports have not been found. Here, we only intend to show
some features of the class of complex problems. In Fig. I, the curves of deflection of the
viscoelastic square plate are shown when N = 2, 3, 4. It is necessary to point out that if
f:( f[ the upper limit I] of the integrations in (44a) is f, namely, I] = t, otherwise, I] = fl'

Figure I shows some features of the deformation of the plate. If we unload at the time
I = I], the bigger N is, the lower the ratio of deflection is. One can see that for the larger
loading time f], the springback of the plate is much slower after unloading. The cause of

Table 2. The maximum values of deflection under exponential load (ii)

r:R, W~) x 10 1 11/<:1 x 10
,

W;x 10 W;x 10 1
W~xIO

1 J'Vs x 10- 1 ~l/~nd\ X 10 1 R,,%I

0 8.111 8.111 8, III 8, III 8111 8.111 8.120 ---0.11
I 9.953 8.295 8.524 8,505 8.506 8.507 8.469 +0.44
2 10062 7.849 8.604 8.480 8.494 8.493 8.483 +0.12
3 10.563 7.339 8.626 8312 8.367 8.359 8.406 0.56
4 IO.on 6.993 8.684 8.144 8.269 8.246 8.322 --0.91
5 9.960 6.811 8.770 8.004 8.223 8.174 8.255 -0.99
6 9.698 6740 8.859 7.890 8.216 8.130 8.207 -0.95
7 9.489 6,733 8.936 7794 8.234 8.099 8.175 -0.94
8 9.323 6,76.' 8.996 7.712 8.265 8'()75 8.15.' -0.98
9 9.191 6.809 9(B8 7642 8.304 8.051 8.141 -- 1.11

10 9.083 6.864 9.065 7.583 8.345 8.028 8.133 1.29
II 8.995 6.lJ20 9079 7.534 8,368 8.003 8.128 -1.54
12 8.922 6.975 9084 7.493 8.426 7.977 8.125 - 1.81
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W X 10-2
max

0.96

0.92

0.88

0.84

0.8

o 2 3 4 5 6

Fig. I. The curves of del1eetion of square r1atc for three loads.

this is that the dissipation of energy of the plate is more and more and the strain energy
stored is less and less with the increase of loading time.

<; COJ\CLUSIONS

From all the analyses above, we come to the conclusions as follows:

(1) The initial-boundary-value problem (II), (12). (14) for the static-dynamical analyses
of viscoelastic thin plates is established by means of the Boltzmann relaxation law of
3-D-linear theory of viscoelasticity and the introduction of the structural function G).
The initial-boundary-value problem may be applied to the static-d.ynamical analysis of
viscoelastic thin plates with any shape and any load history.

(2) The three variational principles are presented from the Boltzmann operator and con­
volution bilinear form. Here the structural function G, plays a key role.

(3) On the basis ofthe variational principle III, we propose an available method to analyze
the quasi-static responses of a viscoelastic simply-supported rectangular or square
plate. For comparison, the analytical solution of the problem is also given.

(4) As application, we consider the deflections of the square plate with thrce load histories
and compare the obtained approximate solutions [for loads (i) and (ii)] with the
analytical solutions. One can see that they agree well with each other. F:or load (iii). it
is impossible to apply the transform method to analyze the problem. Hence, the method
presented in this paper may be widely applied to the static-dynamical analyses of
viscoelastic thin plates with any load history.
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